NASP® Mission
The National Archery in the Schools Program promotes instruction in international-style target archery as part of in-school
curriculum, to improve educational performance and participation in the shooting sports among students in grades 4-12.
Operating Principles
1. All NASP® safety features must be followed to preserve archery’s impeccable safety record. Archery’s safety record is
better than that of every ball sport taught in schools except table tennis. The set up and operation of a safe archery range is
thoroughly covered in the NASP® “Basic Archery Instructor” training series.
2. NASP® lessons are oriented towards target archery. Target archery is widely accepted as a safe, wholesome, and
noncontroversial discipline. Founders designed the program so young people everywhere, whether urban or rural, could
learn archery skills and decide on their own how and where to apply those skills.
3. NASP® lessons are presented to students in grades 4-12. Students in these grade levels are best able to use the
universal-fit NASP® equipment and adhere to all NASP safety features. The units of study were written for these grade levels.
4. NASP® lessons are presented by NASP-trained instructors in accordance with their training. Range set-up and
operation, equipment, and training methods used in NASP are very specific and the same for every school in the program.
No matter the prospective instructor’s level of archery expertise, each must graduate from the NASP® “Basic Archery
Instructor” ® training series. Only NASP-certified trainers may present “Basic Archery Instructor” courses.
5. NASP® lessons are presented by school faculty as part of the in-school curriculum. NASP® lessons were co-written by
educators and archers. They were designed to be compliant with core content standards defined by education departments.
By aligning archery lessons with these standards, NASP® lessons are taught in school, during the school day, to every
student. This in-school teaching emphasis provides opportunity for every student to discover their interest and aptitude for
archery as opposed to attracting only existing archers to after-school-only programming.
6. Equipment used in NASP® is standard and approved by NASP®’s board of directors. NASP® uses equipment that is safe,
universal fit, modern, affordable, durable, easy for the teacher and the student to learn to use and identical for every
student. NASP® archery lessons focus on the development of proper process over results. When every student uses identical
equipment, the tendency to blame or credit the archer’s “success” on equipment choices is eliminated.
7. Only entities approved by the NASP® board of directors may coordinate implementation of the NASP® in states,
provinces, and countries. Founders believe successful implementation of NASP® requires institutionalization on a state,
province, or country-wide basis. The coordinating entity must be willing to adhere to NASP® operating principles and be
capable of delivering jurisdiction-wide implementation.
8. After-school archery activities for NASP® students should strive to be inclusive and suited to youth of all genders, sizes,
abilities, and economic backgrounds. In-school NASP® lessons are presented to every student. Every aspect of the NASP®
experience is suited to a large number and variety of students. Most NASP® students want to participate in afterschool
archery activities. Many new archers would be discouraged to encounter methods or equipment in an after-school program
that made it difficult for them to participate.
9. NASP® competitions should replicate, as closely as possible, the inclusive format used in the NASP National tournament.
10. Funding partners and sponsors of the NASP® and its participating schools and events should be appropriate for youth
programming.

