ACADEMIC EMPHASIS OF NASP®
Thank you for contacting us regarding the academic impacts of the
National Archery in the Schools Program.
One of the major reasons I joined the team of the NASP® was my
personal observations on how the program positively affected students
while I was a principal, then again as a superintendent. Participation in
our program does not claim to increase math or reading scores but
absolutely claims to positively enhance one important aspect of success
in school; engagement.
Talk to any public educator and ask them about disengaged students
and their success rates versus those that get involved and become a part
of a school sponsored event or activity.
For those currently not involved in a school activity, what if they were
to become connected to something that allowed them to:
• Experience personal success and self-confidence through
acquiring a skill
• Become a contributing member of a team
• Gain insights into the benefits of sportsmanship, ethics, and other
soft skills necessary to succeed in post-secondary life
• Experience the benefits of exposure to positive role models that
nurture all of these attributes - that lead to success in other areas including the relevance of classroom performance
Well there is such an opportunity to do all these things for students
who participate…
The National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP®) is a 501c3
organization and was first launched in 2002 and established to create
an exciting opportunity to engage students and promote the shooting
sports in schools. In order to participate in the NASP® tournament
structure, archers must attend a school where teachers provide NASP®
archery instruction during the school day. The aim was to ensure that
all students in a NASP® school had the opportunity to discover target
archery.

NASP® is the largest youth archery program in history. NASP®
continues to grow at a rate of about 1000 schools per year. NASP®
archery is taught in 70% of the nearly 14,000 NASP® schools as part of
the PE curriculum. The other 30% of NASP® schools make it a part of
math, science, language arts, social studies, health, etc. In some of the
most successful NASP® schools, teachers collaborate in
interdisciplinary teams to provide theme-based lessons that build on
the enthusiasm that students have for in-school archery.
From earlier educator surveys it was discovered that teaching NASP®
improves student concentration, motivation, engagement, and behavior.
Some parents have said that their child always wants to attend when
archery is on the calendar. Of the of students who take NASP® in
school, 77% said that they had never touched a bow before.
If NASP® were only an after-school or club program, certain students
might never be able to have that opportunity to discover archery. Many
NASP® schools also have an after-school club. These clubs are often led
by parents with a faculty sponsor and experience great participation.
In 2017, NASP® took another giant step in surveying actual students in
our program. The results of this survey may help you as you review the
data regarding academic questions that we raised.
The survey can be found at:
https://www.naspschools.org/about/news/nasp-is-excited-to-announce-theresults-of-the-2017-student-survey

Some important findings for educators:
58.18% of Surveyed NASP® students indicated that NASP® had helped
them feel more connected with their school. (School connectedness is
seen a major factor in dropout prevention and awareness).
40.15% of Surveyed NASP® students indicated that NASP® was a
motivational factor for them to do better in the classroom. (Educators
are looking for multiple ways to reach – previously underserved

populations of students- many NASP® students identify their
participation as an integral part of their school experience and success).
76% of surveyed NASP® students indicated that someone in their
school has talked to them about the importance of post-secondary
readiness.
More than 31,000 students participated last year in the NASP®
Academic Archer program in all jurisdictions. This program simply
enables educators to leverage the existing interest in school archery to
pursue and promote academic excellence in the classroom for students.
Like the 2017 student survey, the feedback from Academic Archer is
extremely positive from educators indicating that it is achieving its
intended goal of recognizing and promoting classroom excellence. Our
current practice is to recognize Academic Archers at our national
tournament events. It is indeed something we are most proud of at
NASP®!
More information on NASP® Academic Archer can be found at:
https://www.naspschools.org/opportunities/academic-archer

Why not NASP®?
NASP® might be THE program that you are looking for, to make a
tremendously positive cultural impact on your school!
• NASP® is growing rapidly due to the positive impact it makes wherever it begins - 47 NASP® States, 8 Canadian Provinces, & 11
Countries
• NASP® has an excellent safety record and is considered safer than
most “ball sports.” Quality teacher training helps ensure student
safety
• Students with disabilities often participate in NASP® with great
success and finally find a way to connect and belong to their
school.
See:
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=RIdgwHAcYI0
o https://www.naspschools.org/wp-content/uploads/StudentParticipation-in-NASP12142018final.pdf

• Regardless of location, parents again and again convey that
NASP® was the first school sponsored program that their child
truly became excited about participation in, and benefited from.
• Perhaps most importantly - NASP® continues to appeal again and
again to a population of students that might have never become
engaged in a school sponsored activity.
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For more information about NASP® in your school or district
please contact:
The National Archery in the Schools Program, INC
W4285 Lake Drive
Waldo, WI 53093
info@naspschools.org
Phone: 920-523-6040
Fax: 920-523-6042
Or
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859-314-8300
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